Arias Quits Panama Embassy 


United Press International 

Dr. Arnutfo Arias, the de- 
posed President of Panama, 
abandoned his occupation of 
the Panamanian Embassy yes- 
terday saying that “the battle 
is won.” 

While Arias spent the night 
in a suite at the Watergate 
Hotel, supporters of the milir 
tary junta that overthrew him 
Oct. 11 slipped into the Em- 
bassy and changed all the 
door locks which Arias him- 
self had changed when he 
seized possession of the build- 
ing Tuesday morning. 

Arias insisted the change of 
locks had nothing to do with 
his decision to make the hotel 
his new command post for an 
attempt to return to power. 

“I made my point and there 


was no reason to go any fur- 
ther,” he said, adding that the 
Embassy takeover was a 
“purely symbolic” gesture. 

The ousted leader’s aim is to 
persuade the Organization of 
American States, and possibly 
the United Nations, to take ac- 
tion against Panama’s military 
rulers, who forced him to flee 
to the U.S. -controlled Canal 
Zone 11 days after he was in- 
augurated. 

But the OAS found itself 
caught in the middle yester- 
day when it received tele- 
grams from both Panamanian 
factions seeking accreditation 
of their ambassadors to the 
Pan-American organization. 

Arias nominated Humberto 
Calamari, who arrived with 
him from the Canal Zone 
Tuesday .^norning. The junta, 


headed by Col. Jose Pin-ilia, 
named Narciso Garay, who ar- 
rived last Friday, as its repre- 
sentative. 

The OAS Council was ex- 
pected to approve one of the 
nominees during the next few 
days. 

Whatever the OAS decision, 
the United States — which sus- 
pended diplomatic relations 


with Panama after the blood- 
less coup — made clear it was 
staying out of the fight. 

State Department spokes- 
man Robert J. McCloskey told 
newsmen Arias was here as a 
private citizen and that the 
United States was not assum- 
ing any responsibility for what 
he called Arias’ “housekeeping 
matters.’ 


